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Rishikesha T. Krishnan is a Professor and Area Chairperson in
the Corporate Strategy & Policy Area at the Indian Institute of
Management, Bangalore (IIMB), India. His research interests are in
the areas of strategy, innovation and competitiveness.

Prof. Krishnan completed a 3-year term as Jamuna Raghavan
Chair Professor of Entrepreneurship at IIMB in August 2010. He
was the Fall semester 2008 Visiting Scholar at the Center for the
Advanced Study of India, University of Pennsylvania.

Prof. Krishnan is a member of the Strategy sub-group of the High
Powered Committee set up by the Government of India for the
National Civil Aircraft Development Programme. He was a member
of the Confederation of Indian Industry (CIl) Science and
Technology Task Force (2008-09), the Advisory Council of Cll's
National Innovation Mission, and on the jury of Nasscom’s
innovation awards (2007). He was a member of government
committees to review the performance of the National Innovation
Foundation, and to study “The Future of Aviation and Aeronautics
in India.” He has done external reviews of the plan schemes of
India’s Department of Scientific & Industrial Research and the
Department of Biotechnology’s SBIRI scheme.

Prof. Krishnan is an independent director on the boards of Smartlink Network Systems Ltd., Sundaram
BNP Paribas Asset Management Company Ltd., Halbit Avionics Pvt. Ltd., (a joint venture between HAL
and Elbit Systems) and Milestone Religare Investment Advisors Pvt. Ltd. He is a trustee of the
Foundation for Excellence India Trust (www.ffe.org).

Professor Krishnan’s book From Jugaad to Systematic Innovation: The Challenge for India, published in
February 2010 received good reviews (see http://jugaadtoinnovation.blogspot.com for details).

Prof. Krishnan has been a consultant to, or conducted management development programs for, British
Telecom, Daimler Chrysler, Wipro, Siemens, Sasken Communication Technologies, the Murugappa
Group, the Aditya Birla Group, Kochi Refineries and the Governments of India and Karnataka.

Prof. Krishnan worked for four years as the General Manager of a small high technology company in the
telecom sector from 1987-91. During this period, he also co-founded a software company working on
specialized engineering application software. From March 2001 to October 2001, he worked with a
software product start-up in the knowledge management space founded by an IIMB alumnus.

Prof. Krishnan holds an M.Sc. in Physics from the Indian Institute of Technology at Kanpur; and an M.S.
in Engineering-Economic Systems (now Management Science & Engineering) from Stanford University.
He obtained his doctoral qualification from the Indian Institute of Management, Ahmedabad, where his
thesis proposal won the outstanding thesis proposal award instituted by the Industrial Finance
Corporation of India.

Prof. Krishnan is an active member of Globelics and Asialics, international fora that focus on the
understanding of innovation systems and competitiveness. He has served on the editorial advisory
boards of several journals. Apart from papers published in academic journals, Prof. Krishnan’s articles
have appeared in the Economic Times, Business Line and the Financial Express. He has presented his
research at seminars at a number of reputed institutions including Stanford University, London Business
School, the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, and Hong Kong University of Science & Technology.
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